Country Introduction
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The Republic of Palau, a country in the western Pacific Ocean. It
consists of over 300 coral and volcanic islands perched on the
Kyushu-Palau Ridge. Palau is the western-most island of the
Micronesia region of the Pacific Ocean, it is less than 2,000 miles
south of Japan. The Palauan archipelago has been inhabited
since the 4th millennium BC, and today has a population of
around 18,000 people. Palau has been under the administration
of many countries, from being part of the Spanish East Indies,
then unto the German Administration. After World War |, Japan
occupied Palau up until 1947 where Palau became part of the
United Nations Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands,
administered by the United States. On October 1, 1994, Palau
became the world's newest independent republic. Although
small in population and had been under administration of
various countries, Palau today is one of the strongest small
island countries that makes the loudest noise when in comes to
its environment and its sustainability, as well as the
safeguarding of its rich history and strong cultural values.
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Exhibition Concept
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The Republic of Palau Pavilion will showcase three main concepts
exhibition: Nature, Culture, and Shared History/Legacies. Our
exhibition, through photos, will share more about our country
through nature, what our environment has to offer; through
culture, our traditional way of life and customary practices that
can still be seen today when you visit Palau; and through shared
history/legacies, the rich history and bond between Japan and
Palau.
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Palau's climate is tropical, with northeast trade winds from

December to March and southwest monsoon from June to
October. Palau's marine environment exhibits a rich fauna
balanced by an abundant terrestrial flora. It has more species of
marine life than any other area of similar size in the world, such
marine life has made Palau one of the world's premier
scuba-diving locations. As like the marine life, the birds of Palau

are abundant and colourful making a hike through its lush
rainforest a pleasant and peaceful walk hearing the many sounds
of bird life.
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Culture
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The cultural life can be seen in a reciprocity and redistribution

customs carried out between clans exchange food and services for
money and gifts at births, house completions and funerals.
Women are the strength of society and control land, money, and
titles. Men, previously occupied as fishermen and warriors,
continue their traditional tasks in the rural areas and, as an
adaptation to modern society, compete for elected offices and in
business. Traditional arts forms persists in chants, storyboards
and traditional dances.
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History/Legacy
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As mentioned, Palau was once under the Japanese
administration, so there is much history between Palau and
Japan. Many Palauan elders that grew up during that time were
only able to speak and write in Japanese, and up until present
times in Palau, there are still so many words that originated
from Japan that are still being used in everyday conversations.
Many reminants and buildings of the Japanese administration
can still be seen when you go around the island.
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