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Lao boasts a rich tapestry of cultures, lifestyle, and artistic
expressions. Spanning 1,162 kilometers from north to south across its
17 provinces, Laos is home to 6.8 million inhabitants representing 49
officially recognized ethnic group, grouped into four main language
families. While the Tai Lao people constitute the majority, accounting
for approximately 53% of the population, the remaining populace
comprises a diverse array of ethnic minority groups.

These diverse ethnic groups exhibit distinct customs, religions, and
ways of life. For instance, the Tai Lao traditionally inhabit wooden
stilt houses along riverbanks, blending Buddhism with spirit worship
while engaging in paddy rice farming. In contrast, the Hmong people
reside in ground-level wooden houses with thatched roofs, practicing
spirit and ancestor worship while cultivating dry upland rice.

Lao cuisine mirrors this ethnic diversity, drawing influences from
neighboring cuisines. Regional variations abound, with sticky rice
serving as the staple of most meals. Common dishes include spiced
minced fish or chicken salad, known as larb, accompanied by sticky
rice, chili pepper paste for dipping, fiery and sour green papaya salad
(tam mak houng), and bamboo soup (Kaeng no mai). Meals typically
conclude with tropical fruits and are complemented by local beer or
“laow-lao” rice liquor. Traditional handicrafts, such as silk weaving
and intricate embroidery, further showcase Laos’ cultural heritage.
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Green Growth Economy Toward
Sustainability Development of
the Lao PDR
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Exhibition Concept
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“Green Growth and Sustainable Development in Lao PDR” At
the World 2025 Osaka, Lao PDR will be presenting the “National
Green Growth Strategy of Lao PDR until 2030” which is
considered one of the most important policies of the Lao
government that has been emphasized in the Policy guidelines
of the Party and the government, in the vision of 2030, in the
10 years Strategy (2016-2025) as well as in the National
Socio-Economic Development Plan. Which aims to build
capacity, integrate the Green Growth Economy, and implement
strategic plans and plans of related sectors and localities.
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Development of Green Agriculture
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Lao PDR recognize agriculture as the backbone of its economy,
sustaining livelihoods for 80% of the population. Through
initiatives like the National Green Growth Strategy for 2030 and
the Agricultural Development Strategy 2025. Laos is committed to
embracing clean and sustainable agricultural practices. These
efforts encompass animal husbandry, organic farming and the
implementation of Good Agricultural Practices (GAP). By elevating

standards for agricultural production, Laos aims to ensure food
security, promote environmentally friendly practices, and deliver
safe and responsible food to its people.
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National Socio-Economic Development Plan

ERHSEEFREE

Embedded within Laos’ Ninth National Socio-Economic
Development Plan is a robust framework of policy reforms
geared towards fostering cleaner growth, aligning with the
objectives outlined in the National Green Growth Strategy
2030. This strategic approach emphasizes prioritizing
renewable natural resources, tracking environmental pollution
and waste management, and implementing environmental
fiscal instruments alongside nature-based tourism initiatives
all of which are poised to stimulate economic growth and
facilitate the creation of green jobs.
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Green Industry and Sustainable Production Chain
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Looking towards the future, Laos envisions its agro-processing
and commerce industry as a catalyst for economic growth.
Embracing the principle of modernization, green technology and

sustainability. Laos is set to transition to Industry 4.0. Through
innovation and the promotion of local wisdom and culture,
Laos is fostering a diverse production base that meets
international standards. By 2025, the goal is to develop a
processing industry capable of creating high-value products
while minimizing environmental impact, thus ensuring access
to both domestic and international markets.
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Conservation Tourism Linked to Nature
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Raising the role of sustainable tourism development in the
green growth strategy of the Lao PDR and the national tourism
strategy, certainly to achieve the goal of sustainable
development, the promotion of tourism in the industrial chain
is encouraging many areas to develop, especially the
participation of people, production and foreign markets, as well
as promoting the development process and preserving identity,
wisdom, culture to be sustainable through the implementation
of internationally recognized standards certification programs
together with business entities that provide services in the
tourism industry. At the same time, there is promotion and
support for micro-enterprises and small and medium-sized
enterprises to participate in this business sustainably.
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