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World Cultural Heritage Site
“Maya Site of Copan” (registered in 1980)

Located in the westernmost part of Honduras, Copan is one of the most
represented ancient city ruins of Maya Civilization, which has been visited by
many expeditions and research teams since the 19th century. Here a maya
dynasty was established in 5th Century and lasted until 9th Century. The site
is particularly famous for its three-dimensional stone sculptures, maya glyph
inscriptions carved into them, and temple complexes decorated with stucco
reliefs. Komatsu University of Ishikawa Prefecture is the only university in
Japan that has a joint research and conservation agreement with the
Honduran Institute of Anthropology and History, which has jurisdiction over
this World Heritage site, and has established a liaison office in the area,
contributing to its investigation, restoration and conservation.
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